Water Resources Council

(e) Requests for records which origi-
nate in or concern matters which origi-
nate in another department or agency
may be forwarded to the department or
agency primarily concerned and the re-
quester so notified.

§701.203 Schedule of fees.

(a) The Public Information Officer
will to the extent practicable, encour-
age the widest possible distribution of
information by permitting requests for
inspection or copies of records or mate-
rials to be met without cost to the per-
son making the request.

(b) Fees will be charged in the case of
requests which are determined by the
Public Information Officer to involve a
burden on staff or facilities signifi-
cantly in excess of that normally ac-
cepted by the Council in handling rou-
tine requests for information.

(c) In all instances where the Public
Information Officer determines that a
request for information can be consid-
ered as primarily benefiting the gen-
eral public (despite a §701.203 deter-
mination of burden), such request shall
be met either without cost wherever
practicable or at a reduced cost to the
requester. Any such reduction shall be
determined by the Public Information
Officer on the basis of the balance be-
tween the benefit to the general public
and the cost to the Water Resources
Council.

(d) Fees shall be limited to recovery
of only direct costs of search and dupli-
cation but in no event shall the fee for
search and duplication exceed $2.50 per
half hour, nor shall the fee for copying
exceed $0.25 per page (maximum per
page dimension of 8x14 inches).

(e) Unless a request for information
specifically states that whatever cost
is involved will be acceptable, or ac-
ceptable up to a specified limit that
covers anticipated costs, a request that
is expected to involve an assessed fee in
excess of $50.00 will not be deemed to
have been received until the requester
is advised promptly upon physical re-
ceipt of the request of the anticipated
cost and agrees to bear it.

(f) When anticipated fees exceed
$50.00, a deposit for 256% of the amount
must be made within 10 days of the no-
tice to the requester of the initial de-
termination.
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(g) The Council reserves the right to
limit the number of copies of any docu-
ment that will be provided to any one
person.

§701.204 Time limits for WRC initial
determinations regarding requests
for information.

(a) An initial determination to grant
or deny each request for information
will be made within ten (10) working
days of receipt of such request.

(b) The requester shall be notified
immediately of the initial determina-
tion and the reasons therefor.

(c) The Public Information Officer
will make initial determinations to
grant requests for information.

(1) In those instances where the ini-
tial determination by the Public Infor-
mation Officer is to grant the request
and the information is immediately
supplied such action will serve as both
notice of determination and compli-
ance with the request.

(2) In those instances where the ini-
tial determination by the Public Infor-
mation Officer is to grant the request,
but the information is not immediately
available, the Public Information Offi-
cer will send immediate notice of the
determination to comply, and the ap-
proximate date the information will be
forwarded.

(d) The Public Information Officer
will make initial determination to
deny the requests only with the con-
currence of the General Counsel. The
requester shall be notified immediately
of the initial adverse determination,
the reasons therefor, and the right to
appeal the initial adverse determina-
tion to the Director.

§701.205 Time limit for requester to
appeal an initial adverse deter-
mination.

(a) The requester shall have thirty
(30) calendar days to file with the Di-
rector an appeal from an initial ad-
verse determination. The appeal must
be in writing.

(b) The thirty (30) day period of ap-
peal shall run from receipt of the ini-
tial adverse determination (in cases of
denials of an entire request) and from
receipt of any records being made
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available pursuant to the initial ad-
verse determination (in cases of partial
denials).

§701.206 Time limit for WRC final de-
terminations regarding requests for
information appealed by the re-
quester from an initial adverse de-
termination.

The Director shall make a final de-
termination with respect to any appeal
within twenty (20) working days after
receipt of such appeal. If the initial ad-
verse determination is in whole or in
part upheld by the Director, the re-
quester shall be notified of the final ad-
verse determination and the provisions
for judicial review of that determina-
tion as stated in the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, as amended (see 5 U.S.C.
562(a)(4) et seq.; as amended by Pub. L.
93-502).

§701.207 Extension of time limits for
WRC initial and final determina-
tions.

(a) In unusual circumstances, as
specified in this section, the time lim-
its prescribed in either §701.203 or
§701.204 may be extended by written
notice from the responsible WRC offi-
cial (i.e., the Public Information Offi-
cer in instances of initial requests and
the Director in instances of appeals) to
the requester setting forth the reasons
for such extension and the date on
which a determination is expected to
be dispatched. No such notice shall
specify a date that would result in an
extension for more than ten (10) work-
ing days, and in no event shall the
total extended time exceed ten (10)
working days with respect to a par-
ticular request.

(b) As used in this section, unusual
circumstances means, but only to the
extent reasonably necessary to the
proper processing of the particular re-
quest:

(1) The need to search for and collect
the requested records from field facili-
ties or other establishments that are
separate from the office processing the
request;

(2) The need to search for, collect,
and appropriately examine a volumi-
nous amount of separate and distinct
records which are demanded in a single
request; or
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(3) The need for consultation, which
shall be conducted with all practicable
speed, with another agency having a
substantial interest in the determina-
tion of the request or among two or
more components of the agency having
substantial subject-matter interest
therein.

§701.208 WRC petition for judicial ex-
tension of time.

The provisions of §701.206 notwith-
standing, the Director may petition for
judicial extension of time when excep-
tional circumstances warrant such ac-
tion.

§701.209 River basin commissions and
field committees.

(a) River basin commissions estab-
lished pursuant to Title II of the Water
Resources Planning Act are encouraged
to establish, pursuant to section 205(c)
of that Act, procedures for public avail-
ability of information that are con-
sistent with 5 U.S.C. 552, as amended,
and this subpart.

(b) Field committees will be governed
by the procedures adopted by the lead
Federal agency to implement 5 U.S.C.
5562, as amended; except that if the lead
agency of a field committee is a non-
Federal entity, the standards of this
subpart shall apply.

(c) Requests for documents and infor-
mational materials may be made to
the chairmen of the field committees
and river basin commissions at the fol-
lowing addresses.

(1) River Basin Commissions:

Great Lakes Basin Commission, P.O. Box 999,
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106;

New England River Basins Commission, 55
Court Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02108;

Ohio River Basin Commission, 36 East 4th
Street, Suite 208-220, Cincinnati, Ohio
45202;

Pacific Northwest River Basins Commission,
P.O. Box 908, Vancouver, Washington 98660;

Upper Mississippi River Basin Commission,
Federal Office Building, Room 510, Fort
Snelling, Twin Cities, Minnesota 55111;

Missouri River Basin Commission, 10050 Re-
gency Circle, Suite 403 Omaha, Nebraska
68114.

(2) Field Committees:

Arkansas-White-Red Inter-Agency Com-
mittee, Room 4030, Federal Building, Albu-
querque, New Mexico 87101;



